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Football playoffs, elementary soccer games postponed due to air quality issues - Marcus Walton 
Due to the ongoing concerns about air quality, athletic events scheduled for this weekend have been 
postponed. These changes will affect both North Coast Section football playoff games and elementary 
sports league soccer.  
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practices like using voter-approved bond funds to purchase things like

golf carts and mascot uniforms,ò Palmer said. 

 

 

Don Ulrich stepped up to the microphone in a Sacramento conference

room with a smile on his face. It was January 2017, and the first time the

now-director of CASH publicly addressed the groupôs members after it

fueled the passage of Prop. 51. 

 

ñItôs exciting,ò Ulrich told the room of about two dozen people,

according to a video of the meeting. ñIn fact, one of our board members

today said, óItôs like thereôs blood in the water.ô I donôt know if heôs

comparing us to sharks or what, but as a school district employee, if our

kids and the environment theyôre in with teachers is at stake, Iôm happy

to be a shark.ò 

 

The sharks were circling because in a state of nearly 1,100 school

districts, the money earmarked for brick-and-mortar improvements in

K-12 schools and community colleges spreads thin quickly. 

 

A few hours after CASHôs meeting, some of its members followed the

monthly tradition of attending a nearby meeting of the State Allocation

Board, which is made up of various state senators, assemblymembers,

governorôs appointees, and the head of the state Department of

Education, and is chaired by the Department of Finance. 

 

As one of its first orders of business, the board addressed a 2016 audit

by the state finance department of Proposition 1D, which California

voters approved 10 years earlier. Lisa Silverman, the boardôs executive

officer, sought to provide a clearer picture of the audit to the board after

Prop. 51 passed. ñOne of the critical findings that they outlined was that

we werenôt conducting field audits ð again, a critical component of the

bond program,ò Silverman said, her voice cracking as she spoke,

according to a video of the meeting. ñAnd they also had some questioned

costs that they identified in the projects that they audited with the

school districts.ò 

 

The Department of Finance audit of 19 projects submitted by 10 school

districts for a total of $300 million in Prop. 1D funding showed that

despite employing an average of 36 auditors, the stateôs Office of Public

School Construction never checked the final expenditures on any

project. The Finance Department audit report concluded: ñThe failure to

perform statutory audits demonstrates a significant lack of

accountability over bond funds.ò 

 

The report also noted that school districts had been using bond funds on

items with a shorter lifespan than the life of the 30-year bond. One

unnamed school district had nearly $1.1 million in suspect costs,

including purchasÎҏᴰԏᴀᵠᵀᴀᴰᵐM # is !
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issues from recurring again and to ensure greater accountability of the

bond funds,ò Silverman said at the January 2017 meeting. 

 

The Little Hoover Commission, a state watchdog agency, said the

following month that the response from the State Allocation Board was

ñhardly reassuring from an entity that now will have another nearly $10

billion in bond proceeds to distribute.ò 

 

Still, voters passed Prop. 51, 55.2 percent to 44.8 percent. 

 

When Brown wasnôt releasing the money fast enough, CASH and other

groups appealed to the public in 2017, including by writing several op-

eds to newspapers criticizing the governor for not selling the bonds. In

August 2017, CASH skipped its usual monthly meeting to hold a press

conference on the west steps of the state capitol building. Ulrich and

representatives for the Assembly Education Committee, the Association

of California School Administrators, and the California School Board

Association urged state leaders to respect the will of the voters and get

the money out to schools. Even with a $2.4 billion backlog in projects ð

$61 million just for Clovis Unified, where Ulrich is also a deputy

superintendent ð no school bonds had been sold at the time. 
 

click to enlarge

Photo by Brian Krans

 

As part of the 2017-18 budget process, Brownôs office called for

increased accountability and auditing before releasing Prop. 51 funds,

namely independent audits to ensure state school bond money is being

spent arrin
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« Guns Versus Birds at the Point

raising money for Fresnoôs bond campaign, he was a consultant to five

other school districts about their bonds and getting paid by Keygent,

which was bidding for work in those districts. During that time, Bradley

shared confidential information with Keygent managers, including

questions ahead of interviews with district officials and what Keygentôs

competitors were bidding. 

 

Keygent won five contracts in districts where Bradley was also a

consultant. The SEC said he abused the trmcons
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